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Ever since it was first copied S b
for use in the college chapel

in the early 1500s, the
choirbook has been
continuously in the possession
of Eton College. Several
composers whose works were
included in it had close
associations with the college,
not least Robert Wylkynson,
who served as the college’s
informator choristarum from
1500. Other composers
represenled include Banastre,
Browne, Cornyshe, Davy,
Fawkymner, Fayrfax, Hygons,
Lambe and Turges. Most of
its original contents (67 out of
a total of 93 pieces) were
votive antiphons, or
devotional motets of prayer
and praise, sung each evening
to the Virgin Mary, the
college’s dedicatee.

The Salve ceremony, familiar to worshippers throughout Catholic Europe, lay at the
heart of Eton College’s raison d’étre as a chantry college: the Eton Choirbook is an
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